
A	Decision	20	Years	Ago	Helps	Save	Lives	Today	
	
Diane	Flanagan	Keene	credits	Deborah	Heart	and	Lung	Center	with	saving	her	
husbands’	life.	In	return,	she	gave	Deborah	$2	Million	dollars	to	help	save	others.	
	
As	an	impetuous	couple,	Diane	and	Sydney	enjoyed	a	whirlwind	romance.	They	met	
in	New	Zealand,	moved	to	California,	got	married	and	ultimately	settled	in	New	
Jersey.			
	
They	were	married	just	four	years	when	Sydney	was	diagnosed	with	a	severe	
cardiac	condition	requiring	“multiple	procedures	and	surgeries.”	Diane	credits	the		
specialized	care	he	received	at	Deborah	with	extending	his	life	providing	them	with	
nine	extra	years	of	love	and	happiness	together.		
	
When	Sydney	passed	away	in	1998,	Diane	made	a	personal	commitment	to	continue	
her	financial	support	of	Deborah.	In	addition	to	making	annual	contributions,	she	
became	a	member	of	the	Heritage	Circle	Society	and	added	Deborah	Hospital	
Foundation	in	her	Will.	“I	wanted	to	insure	other	couples	and	families	will	benefit	
from	Deborah’s	life-saving	care	as	much	as	we	did.”		
	
Diane	passed	away	in	August	of	2019	and	in	her	Will	was	quoted	as	saying,	“I	don’t	
know	what	needs	will	be	years	from	now,	but	I	do	know,	that	Deborah	will	always	
be	needed.”	
	
With	her	very	generous	gift,	Diane	joins	a	growing	list	of	extraordinary	women	who	
have	donated	$1	Million	or	more	to	Deborah.	Their	selfless	generosity	continues	to	
have	a	profound	effect	on	the	lives	of	so	many.		
	

• Mary	E.	Beyerle	
• Carol	Dalton	
• Maryann	Gallo	
• Suzanne	Holmberg	
• Rose	M.	Johnson	
• Diane	Flanagan	Keene	
• Deloris	A.	LaRue	
• Mickey	Matern	
• Yetta	E.	Mates	
• Hetty	G.	Marine	
• Jane	Osborne	
• Florence	Patterson	
• Ruth	Primost	
• Mimi	Ritzfield	
• Wilma	L.	Schmidt	
• Louise	M.	Siplics	
• Elizabeth	Stallsmith	



• Elizabeth	J.	Winters	
	
There	are	many	ways	to	arrange	gifts	of	all	sizes	as	part	of	your	estate	plan,	e.g.	gifts	
in	will,	trusts,	charitable	gift	annuities,	and	other	planned	gifts.	Please	allow	us	to	
help	you	find	the	option	that	is	right	for	you	and	your	family.		For	more	information,	
contact	Ellen	Krivchenia	at	(609)	893-0100	or	ekrivchenia@deborahfoundation.org.		


